The Parables of Jesus — How Do | Respond?

By Greg Hanson

The Bible records several of the stories, or parables, that Jesus told. Jesus used these
parables as a means to teach the audience spiritual truths and moral lessons.

But these parables were not only for the crowds a couple thousand years ago; they are
also for us today. The parables of Jesus were packed full of meaning and are as relevant
for our world today as when they were first told.

When you read or hear one of the parables of Jesus, here are three ways you can learn
from it and internalize it.

A. Ask why Jesus is telling this parable.

Jesus said His parables reveal the secrets (or the mysteries) of the Kingdom. When
someone tells you a secret, what’s the first thing you ask? “Why are you telling me this?”
You ask this because when someone tells you a secret, it’s for a reason. So when you
read one of the parables of Jesus ask why He is telling it. What is the message? What is
He telling you about how you should live? What is He revealing about the Kingdom of
God? What do you learn about God from this parable? What can you learn about
yourself? What is the life-application?

B. Act on the message of the parable.

If Jesus is calling for a life-change, then change. If He’s calling you to trust Him, then
trust Him. If He’s revealing some kind of a warning, then heed the warning. If He’s
showing you how to love more fully, then strive to put it into practice. If He’s showing
you how to relate to other people, then apply the wisdom of His words.

C. Pass it on.

The best way to really ‘get it” and take the message of Jesus to heart is to share it with
other people. Share it with your friends, share it with your family, or share it with other
believers. You can even share it with people who are far from God. Because for them—
even through they may have so far rejected the message of Jesus—hearing what He is
doing in your life may encourage them to take Him seriously. As Jesus said to Paul,
“Yes, I am sending you to the Gentiles to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to God.” Acts 26:17 (NLT)

The stories Jesus told were packed full of spiritual truth, and it’s waiting to be
discovered. Why not pick up your Bible and read a parable today?
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